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Caswell County: Child Care Profile

Children’s development and learning in the first few years lay the foundation for all of the years that
follow. Children who attend high-quality early education programs are better prepared for success in
school—academically, socially and emotionally. However, in North Carolina there is an extreme
shortage of quality, affordable child care that supports families and helps young children
grow, learn and succeed.

North Carolina needs to increase access to child care assistance for working
families with young children.

* Young children are missing out on opportunities for healthy development and early learning.
Positive early learning environments are crucial to physical, intellectual and socio-emotional
development. Ensuring that children 0-5 have access to quality early care and learning programs
lays the foundation for lifelong learning.?

* Quality care and learning is out of reach for low-income working families, and all North Carolina
counties face child care assistance shortages. The average annual cost of infant child care in North
Carolina is $9,255 and the cost of child care for a 4-year-old is $7,592.2 A single parent with one
infant and one 4-year-old, earning $41,560, which could qualify for child care assistance at 200%
of the federal poverty level, would need to spend over 40% of their income on child care. In Caswell
County, 378 children 0-5 could qualify for child care assistance under current eligibility standards.
However, only 73 children 0-5 received child care assistance in 2018, 19% of all those who could
qualify.3

* Waiting for child care assistance has a two-generation impact. When families don’t have access to
child care assistance, parents lose opportunities for employment and young children miss out on
quality early education opportunities. The waitlist for child care assistance does not measure all
unmet need, but is one indicator of need at a specific point in time. In Caswell County, 3 children
under age 6 were on the child care assistance waitlist in September 2018.4

North Carolina needs to address the acute shortage of child care programs.

* Working parents want access to quality child care. In North Carolina, 65% of children under six live
in households with all parents working.” It’s important for parents to know that they have a safe,
nurturing and stimulating environment in which to leave their children while they continue to
increase the financial security of their families.

* Thereis a shortage of child care for young children of all ages. Almost all, 99 of 100, North Carolina
counties qualify as child care deserts for babies, with more than three infants and toddlers
competing for every available slot.? Preschool children also face shortages of child care, with less
than half of children who could qualify for NC Pre-K served in 2018.”

* Evenin counties with child care programs, quality child care is scarce. In Caswell County, 6 child care
programs have four or five stars, 75% of all programs. 152 young children (66% of all children under
6 enrolled in licensed child care) are served in these high-quality programs.®
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